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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC  28625-8903 / E-mail: moaanc11@outlook.com / Phone: 828-495-1259 
 

President: LTC Cliff Davenport 
 

President’s Comments:  There was positive action on NC House Bill 83 that aims to exempt military retiree 
pay from state taxation—for those of us not already covered under the “Bailey Settlement.” The NC House 
overwhelmingly voted to pass HB 83. But, when the bill reached the Senate, it was referred to the Senate’s 
Committee on Rules and Operations—essentially a holding tank. Fortunately, the text of HB 83 was imported 
verbatim into NC Senate Bill 105 (Section (42.1A. (a) G.S. 105-153.5(b)), labeled “Eliminate Tax on Military 
Pension Income.” That bill is actually the “2021 Appropriations Act” that’s now being negotiated and finalized 
by House and Senate committee members, an activity that normally takes several weeks. So, obviously, the 
Appropriations Act is now the vehicle carrying the measure to: “Eliminate Tax on Military Pension Income.” 
I’m cautiously optimistic that both the House and Senate will ultimately pass that bill, with the military retiree 
benefit imbedded in it. The bill then moves on to the Governors desk for signature. And even if it gets vetoed, 
there appears to be strong potential for a veto to be overridden by the General Assembly. Also, be aware that 
some legislators have other designs on the almost snowballing tax revenue the state is expecting, funds that 
would easily balance off the tax-exempt status for military pensions. So, I ask all chapter members to please 
join in on our advocacy efforts by contacting your respective politicians when we announce the call to action.  
 
   We’re very fortunate to have MOAA National’s Program Director for Council and Chapter Affairs as the 
guest speaker at our upcoming Christmas Charity Dinner on December 2nd.  Captain Frank J. Michael (USN, 
Ret.) enjoyed a highly meaningful and successful 30-year career in the Navy.  Now, he’s the “czar” who 
oversees MOAA’s council and chapter affairs nationwide. Thus, dinner attendees will gain a unique insight into 
MOAA’s organizational achievements and strategic goals. I’m hoping for maximum attendance so as to 
reciprocate on Captain Michael’s long trip from Alexandria, VA to be with us. Besides my announcement in 
this newsletter and the next one, MOAA has agreed to send out an e-mail alert to all uniformed officers in our 
chapter’s six-county area, to make them aware of this special event. So, you’ll surely have an opportunity to 
engage with some fellow officers who haven’t been with us before and are potential chapter members! 
 
   I’m sure everyone vividly recalls the formal “Missing Man Table” at military dining-ins and other formal 
events.  The carefully set table and solemnly read poem recognize and honor our nation’s Prisoners of War and 
Missing in Action who have not yet been accounted for. The U.S. military prides itself in bringing our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and marines home from battle. But, there are still 81,600 Americans unaccounted from WWII, 
the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, and the Gulf Wars and other conflicts—we will never forget 
them!  In that spirit, it’s so reassuring to see that that the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
continues to zealously search for the remains of those who never came home. The news media routinely reflects 
DPAA successes as they report the long-awaited return of service member remains to their families back here in 
the U.S., and the heartrending scenes of mixed emotions as the loved one is formally honored and laid to rest.  I 
urge you to visit the very illuminating www.dpaa.mil website and to proudly fly the American flag on 
POW/MIA day—September 17th. 
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Artillery Award:  The Order of Saint Barbara is a 
U.S. Army and Marine Corps Artillery honor 
society. Saint Barbara is the patron saint of 
artillerymen, all the way back to Medieval Times 
when “gunners” prayed to her, hoping that their 
unreliable cannons wouldn’t blow up when fired. 
An image of the Saint Barbara medallion is shown 
to the right.  The silver medallion is held by a red 
ribbon around the neck, and it’s worn with the 
cannon facing the wearer’s chest and the Saint 
Barbara bust facing outward. Wear is usually 
restricted to Artillery functions or events. 
Interestingly, there’s also an Artillery Order of 
Molly Pitcher award to recognize spouses who 
have made significant contributions to the 
improvement of the Air Defense Artillery and Field 
Artillery communities. A formal Dining-in or 
military ball is usually the venue for presentation of 
the Order of Saint Barbara award. Traditionally, 
this award is specific to the U.S. Army and Marine 
Corps. However, the Order of Saint Barbara does 
include one USAF A-10 Thunderbolt II pilot; the 
single-seat A-10 “Warthog” is a Close Air Support 
airplane built around a 30-mm Gatling type 
cannon! The A-10 pilot is well protected in his 
titanium “bathtub” cockpit while firing that cannon. 
 
 

 

Bragging Rights: The SECDEF has ordered the 
renaming of bases named after Confederate military 
leaders, including Fort Bragg. General Braxton Bragg 
was a native of North Carolina and a West Point 
graduate. He fought in numerous wars, most notably 
as a Confederate General in the Civil War. He 
assumed high-level positions of command and led in 
key Civil War battles. However, his battlefield 
defeats were many and his successes were dubious; 
plus, his warfighting tactics caused unnecessary troop 
losses on his side. He was ultimately relieved of 
command and suffered a very tarnished reputation. A 
Wisconsin politician recently proposed that Fort 
Bragg be renamed to honor Union Army General 
Edward Bragg, a cousin to General Braxton Bragg. 
General Edward Bragg of Fond Du Lac, WI had no 
military experience; yet, he quickly enlisted large 
numbers for the Union Army. He then received a 
commission and moved up through the Union Army 
ranks based on his singular courage, tactical skills 
and battlefield successes, mainly while in command 
of the Iron Brigade. After military service; he became 
a member of the U.S. Congress.  Well, even though 
funds would be saved by not changing signage, 
renaming Fort Bragg, NC in honor of a Union Army 
General would certainly be a noteworthy paradox! 
 

General Braxton Bragg    General Edward S. Bragg 

 Order of Saint Barbara Field Artillery medallion 
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Gold Star Mothers:  This year, Gold Star Mother’s Day falls on Sunday, September 26th.  This is a time to 
recognize and honor mothers (and families) who lost a son or daughter that was serving in the U.S. military.  
Congress established Gold Star Mother’s day in 1936, fixing it to be on the last Sunday in September.  President 
Barack Obama rightfully expanded the context of Gold Star Mother’s Day in 2016, expanding it to be Gold Star 
Mother’s and Family’s Day.  The Gold Star Mothers website has a search feature which allows you to access an 
extensive directory of military heroes who have fallen in combat since WWII: www.goldstarfamilyregistry.com 
 
Women in War:  U.S. military women have voluntarily and valiantly served in several wars, many as warriors 
in combat. In line with that heroic legacy, the Senate-approved draft version of the 2022 National Defense 
Authorization Act includes a requirement that women (ages 18 - 25) register with the Selective Service System 
(SSS), with the potential of being drafted in time of national emergency and/or war. In the context of equality 
for everyone and respect for women, there appears to be widespread support for ladies being subject to the draft.  
 
Tee It Up for the Troops: Here’s an upcoming event in Charlotte that may even interest frustrated duffers.  
Vallantyne Country Club is hosting a Tee It Up for the Troops charity golf event on November 1st.  Organizers 
say this combines an exciting golf event with an inspiring opening ceremony and a tribute to our nation and 
military, ending the day of golf with a rousing reception and auction to raise more funds for America’s heroes.  
“Proceeds go to many local veteran service organizations and national programs like the Tee It Up for the 
Troops outreach program, “REUNION,” where combat veterans are reunited with their comrades from the 
battlefield.” Further details: Matt Saggio: e-mail msaggio@ballantyneclub.com phone: 704-544-1404 Ext. 411 
 
Nobody’s Stepchild: Children from a military spouse’s former marriage or previous relationship are denoted as 
“Stepchild” in bold print on the new version of DoD identification cards.  Vigorous action by affected families 
highlighted the insensitivity of that “Stepchild” designation. Therefore, the Pentagon has directed that the term 
be replaced with the more appropriate word “Child” on new ID cards.  
 
ID Card Issues: A chapter member tried to obtain the new version of military ID but was turned away at the 
appointment, with the explanation that new cards are only being issued to military retirees who have reached the 
age of 65. So, it’s best to telephone the RAPIDS office staff to be sure you’ll be issued the new card before 
making an appointment and traveling to the military installation. Also, per DoD’s Military OneSource website, 
The DoD has extended benefits for holders of military ID cards with expiration dates between Jan. 1, 2020 and 
July 31, 2021. If the cardholder’s affiliation is unchanged, benefits will continue as follows:  Through Aug. 31, 
2021, for all foreign affiliates and their dependents. Through Oct. 31, 2021, for active-duty, Guard and reserve 
service members and their dependents. Through Jan. 31, 2022, for retirees, their dependents and all others.” 
 
Burn Pit Presumptives: The VA is now processing disability claims for asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis on a 
presumptive basis based on presumed particulate matter exposures during military service in the Southwest Asia 
theater of operations beginning Aug. 2, 1990 to the present, or Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Syria or Djibouti 
beginning Sept. 19, 2001 to the present. This includes the airspace above those locations. VA will conduct 
outreach to impacted Veterans and survivors to inform them about their eligibility and will provide info on how 
to apply. To apply for benefits, Veterans and survivors go to wwwVA.gov or call toll-free at 800-827-1000.  
 
VA VR&E is the Real Deal: The Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E) program is for former service 
members with at least a ten percent service-connected disability. This is separate and very different than the “GI 
Bill” in that it is training/education with a specific career occupational or business start-up objective, including 
job placement. And, the Veteran is guided all the way by a counselor! Needless to say, this could all happen 
much faster than obtaining a classic “sheepskin” credential from a higher-learning institute. Veterans with a 
disability can apply for this little-known benefit on-line by filing VA form 28-1900. More info at: www.va.gov 

 

Veterans Stand Down: The 2021 Winter Stand Down will be held on November 10th from 08:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Cetner at 1913 Hickory Blvd SE, Lenoir, NC.  Details at www.caldwellnc.com 
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER - 

ARMY: Congress is on track to approve the Army’s $9.6B barracks overhaul program request, even adding 
$532M extra funding for 14 more housing/barracks projects that replace/repair substandard quarters by 2030. 
  
NAVY: The USS Carl Vinson has deployed as the first aircraft carrier to have F-35C Lightning II aircraft on its 
flight deck; the F-35C Joint Strike Fighter version holds more fuel than USAF F-35As and USMC F-35Bs.  
 
MARINES: New M3A1 Multi-Role Anti-Armor Anti-Personnel Weapons have gone to infantry Marines at 
Camp Lejeune, NC. This shoulder-fired, recoilless rocket system is long range, with a high-tech aiming system.  
 
AIR FORCE: Air Force Research Lab has developed the Tactical High-power Operational Responder (THOR); 
it’s a directed-energy weapon that uses radio wave bursts to destroy groups or swarms of drone aircraft.  
 
SPACE FORCE: A Tactically Responsive Launch-2 satellite was recently put in Low Earth Orbit, riding part 
way on an aircraft. This was a demo of placing satellites into orbit to meet on-demand, quick-react timelines.  
 
2021 Calendar: Board Meetings: October 28 and November 18th   
General Membership Meetings/Dinners:  September 23 and December 2nd  
 
Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS), 
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending a charity-specific (any 
or all three) annotated check to Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601.  
 
Treasury: Our chapter is financially sound and has sufficient funds to cover all activities planned for 2021.  
 

CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Chapter President: LTC “Davy” Davenport  Director: Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt 
1st Vice President: Vacant    Director: Vacant! 
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole   Director: Colonel Joe Cansler 
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson   Legislative Liaison: Colonel (Dr.) Dana Tucker 
Secretary: Major Dennis McClish   Membership Chair: Vacant! 
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron  JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
Programs Chairman: Vacant!    Personal Affairs & TOPS: Lt Col Ted Hayes 
1st Past President: Colonel Don Gemeinhardt  Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi 

 
About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans 
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to 
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors. 
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or 
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service 
or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six 
counties: Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community 
through its Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc 
charitable support and activity, with emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form 
is posted on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application 
is shown right on the form itself. Please join our chapter!  Our chapter website is at:  www.moaacvc.org 
 

 
  
 

Our chapter website is easy to view on mobile devices:  www.moaacvc.org 

The MOAA “Take Action” website is at: https://takeaction.moaa.org 
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This is my reservation for MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter’s General Membership meeting/dinner being held 
on September 23rd at Lake Hickory Country Club. The social hour in the club’s lounge will start at 6:00 p.m. 
and dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. Guest Speaker for the evening will be announced at a later date.  
 
Name of Attendee(s):      ____________________ &   _______________________ & ____________________ 
 
 Menu Selection(s):             Pork Medallions    __________ / Baked Salmon  _________ / Veggie Plate_________ 

 
AS A PRECAUTION, WE’RE REQUESTING THAT EVENT ATTENDEES BE ONLY THOSE PERSONS 
WHO ARE AT LEAST TWO WEEKS PAST THEIR FULL COVID-19 IMMUNIZATION VACCINATION! 
 
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than Monday, September 20th to:  
 

CDR Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 

EXTRACT FROM NORTH CAROLINA 2021 SENATE BILL 105, EDITION 6 
 

ELIMINATE TAX ON MILITARY PENSION INCOME 
SECTION 42.1A.(a) G.S. 105-153.5(b) reads as rewritten: 

 
(b) Other Deductions. – In calculating North Carolina taxable income, a taxpayer may deduct from the 
taxpayer's adjusted gross income any of the following items that are included in the taxpayer's adjusted gross 
income:  
 
(5a) The amount received during the taxable year from the United States government for the payments listed in 
this subdivision. Amounts deducted under this subdivision may not also be deducted under subdivision (5) of 
this subsection. The payments are:  
 
a. Retirement pay for service in the Armed Forces of the United States to a retired member that meets either of 
the following:  
 

1. Served at least 20 years.  
2. Medically retired under 10 U.S.C. Chapter 61. This deduction does not apply to severance pay received 

by a member due to separation from the member's armed forces.  
 
b. Payments of a Plan defined in 10 U.S.C. § 1447 to a beneficiary of a retired member eligible to deduct 
retirement pay under sub-subdivision a. of this subdivision.  
 
SECTION 42.1A.(b) This section is effective for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2021.  
 
 
(Note: Para (5a) b. refers to payments to surviving spouses under the D0D’s Survivor Benefit Plan—SBP.) 

 

RESERVATION FOR GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING/DINNER AT LHCC 


