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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC  28625-8903 / E-mail: moaanc11@outlook.com / Phone: 828-495-1259 
 

President: LTC Cliff Davenport 
 

President’s Comments: It’s most likely that the COVID-19 pandemic has prompted most chapter members to 
participate in the Presidential election early via mail in ballots, as I myself did. Hopefully, the candidate who 
emerges victorious will be fully committed to maintaining a strong national defense posture, equipping our 
forces with the best weapon systems, and supporting military families. In any event, the post COVID-19 climate 
will see the military in somewhat of vulnerable position in the context of an inevitable fiscal crisis. Vultures 
will be circling overhead, ready to swoop in and seize DoD funds. Quite frankly, we can’t count on Pentagon 
officials alone to protect our pay and benefits as they compete for funds to conduct operations and acquire 
weapon systems. Thus, we must all join in as part of MOAA’s One Powerful Voice when prompted to do so.  
 
   As you can well imagine, legislation to extend the Bailey Case state tax-exempt status to all NC military and 
government retirees has been stalled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Compounding that is the emergence of 
competing views on this matter. Interestingly, the NC 4th Branch is normally a vigorous advocate of tax-exempt 
status for all government retirees, but the “Action Center” function on their recently enhanced website shows no 
pending legislation to act on. Actually, based on the current state of finances, it’s hard to imagine that the 
General Assembly will be inclined to tax-exempt retiree pay of all government employees. However, one 
should be cautiously optimistic about the state tax-exempting retirement pay for newly retired military 
personnel, as several other states have done. Some of the high-level players involved in this effort have 
conceded to the concept of taking care of the military first, and then pushing to tax-exempt all government 
retirees afterwards. Let’s all do whatever we can to achieve a rapid and positive outcome to this lingering issue! 
 
   I know that many of you enjoy our chapter website, including the award winning newsletter that’s routinely 
posted there. We’re always looking for inputs for both the website and newsletter; so, don’t hesitate to send a 
note to the editor anytime you come across some info or an event relevant to our local military community. That 
said, MOAA National has really upped their game on the www.moaa.org website. They’re pulling in content 
from a multitude of sources; in fact, they’re quickly becoming a de facto military news channel that far 
outshines today’s “Fake Media” news outlets. Whenever you’re visiting our chapter website, you can quickly 
access the MOAA National website by clicking on the “MOAA National” button that’s now on our homepage.  
 
   Finally, our chapter is seeking to fill a number of vacant staff positions: a Vice President slot, a Membership 
Chair, and a Programs Chair. None of them would require much time and energy on your part, and your help 
would be of immense benefit to the chapter. Please contact me directly to volunteer (phone number above or     
e-mail to davyd1948@gmail.com). In the same vein, we’re endeavoring to increase the number of chapter 
members. So, you’ll soon receive three recruiting business cards in with the hard-copy newsletter or in with the 
annual chapter dues request letter. Please keep a few of the recruiting cards in your wallet so that you can hand 
them to any non-member officers you may happen to meet in various circumstances in our local area. Also, 
when you pay annual dues, please consider including a donation to our chapter’s benevolent fund.  With our 
membership meetings/dinners being cancelled, we haven’t held any charity raffles to flow money into the fund.  
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Virtual Military Museum: The National Museum 
of the U.S. Air Force is located on Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, near Dayton, Ohio. 
That’s quite a distance from here, and there are 
risks associated with travel during the ongoing 
Coronavirus pandemic. Well, now there’s a way 
you can you can enjoy the museum experience 
without the travel. This spectacular museum has 
established a virtual tour of the entire facility; so, 
you can see it all without making the trip and 
without all the tiring walking. The virtual tour is a 
high quality and very realistic experience. One 
moves through the museum room-by-room, 
viewing displays from any distance desired. 
Zooming in makes it easy to see the details and 
signage of each display, and there are short history 
videos imbedded throughout the tour—just point, 
click and watch! In addition, the virtual visit page 
has a section that offers views of aircraft interiors, 
just click on any aircraft name to view high-
resolution, rotatable views inside each aircraft. To 
facilitate your movement throughout the virtual 
museum, it’s best to take the tour using a notebook 
or desktop computer that has a mouse and scroll 
wheel. Here’s the website address for a virtual visit:  
www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/Virtual-Tour/ 

 

 

A Decade in the Making: 248 Joint Light Tactical 
Vehicles (JLTV) are now being produced and sent to 
Army units, essentially as a replacement for a large 
percentage of the venerable “Humvees.” The JLTV 
weighs in at 14,000 pounds and has a price tag of 
$400 thousand each. The crew’s cabin is wrapped in 
a protective shell that can tolerate small arms fire, 
rocket-propelled grenades, and IEDs. Height of the 
JLTV can be adjusted for any type terrain, and it can 
be configured to ford pretty deep water and deep 
snow (lower left photo). Plus, the vehicle is very 
smooth and stable as it speeds over rough terrain. The 
“dashboard” contains a myriad of high-tech displays 
and controls, all to be operated in air-conditioned 
comfort. To save money, the Army “cannibalized” 
legacy vehicles to obtain communications, navigation 
and situational awareness systems for new JLTVs. 
The JLTV serves as a platform for various weapons, 
such as the TOW anti-tank missile and 30 mm chain 
gun. Marines are particularly interested in adding air 
defense weapons and several solutions are being 
considered: missiles, jammers, lasers, etc. Further 
info about the JLTV and its variants is at the Oshkosh 
Defense website at: https://oshkoshdefense.com 
 

 

U.S. Mint “American Fighter 
Aces” commemorative medal. 
Duplicate of the Congressional 
Gold Medal presented to Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Marine Aces.  
 

(Cropped Oshkosh Defense photo) 
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Veterans Day Ceremonies:  Owing to an abundance of caution during the ongoing pandemic, many U.S. cities 
and towns won’t be holding in-person Veterans Day events in 2020. Like just a very few other towns in our 
area, Mooresville does plan to hold an in-person event this year; it’s scheduled to be on the town’s Main Street 
at 1:00 p.m. Visit Welcome Home Veterans at www.welcomehomevets.com for details and updates on this 
event. Welcome Home Veterans (a.k.a. Richard’s Coffee Shop) is a living military museum and popular 
gathering spot for all Veterans in our region. As an alternative, the city of Ashville will offer a virtual ceremony 
on November 11th at 11:00 a.m. at this Internet address: https://youtube.com/cityofasheville 
 
TRICARE Flu Shots: Get one at a military hospital or clinic, participating network pharmacy, or TRICARE-
authorized provider (visit may require a co-pay or cost share). TRICARE’s flu vaccine webpage 
(https://tricare.mil/fluvaccine) includes links to find these locations. Eligible beneficiaries can receive the 
standard or high-dose flu shot. Call the provider before your visit to ensure vaccine availability. When 
contacting pharmacies, ensure the vaccine will be given by a pharmacist. If it’s being administered by an on-site 
provider or via an in-house medical clinic, it might not be covered by TRICARE! Active duty members, as well 
as Guard and Reserve members, must get the flu vaccine. They have priority at all military hospitals and clinics. 
 
Holiday Military Mail: The U.S. Postal Service hires many former and retired Veterans.  So, it’s little wonder 
that they’ve come up with three mailing products specifically for sending packages to troops with a military 
address, such as APO and FPO.  The free Military Kit contains six boxes, tape, labels and customs forms. The 
Military Flat Rate Box comes in a 10-pack or a 25-pack, each box being about 12” x 12” x 6”. Also available is 
the 10-pack of flat Priority Mail Military Pack envelopes. These products are absolutely free!  Besides at the 
post office, you can get them by visiting www.usps.com, click on Supplies, then on Military Shipping Supplies. 
 
Fort Dobbs Update: The November 14th “Military Timeline” event will indeed go on as planned, the only 
change is that the visitor center and the fort building will be closed to the public. Those restrictions aside, the 
experiences of veterans of the Revolution, Civil War, World Wars and other conflicts will be shared 
through living history displays and weapons firing demonstrations. Many of the re-enactors are former, 
retired, reserve, guard and active duty military personnel, and they’re all steeped in the history of their 
specific war—peel the knowledge onion back as far as you wish! Visitors are encouraged to keep at least 
six feet apart and to wear facemasks when unable to maintain social distance. 10am - 4pm, $2 admission. 
 
New Type ID Card: Five million military retirees and dependents of active duty and retirees are being issued a 
new type of ID card. Issuing the ID cards will be a slow process that’s expected to be completed by 2026, and 
the ID old cards will continue to work until then.  The new ID cards provide increased durability and enhanced 
security. All RAPIDS sites will have the equipment to produce the new ID cards by the end of this year. You 
can find your nearest RAPIDS ID card issuing office by visiting website:  https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/ 
 
LDO Casualty Assistance Officers: Based on a proposal from Fort Stewart’s Retiree Council, the Army is 
developing plans to use Retired Soldiers as volunteer “Limited Duty” Casualty Assistance Officers to assist the 
next of kin of other Retired Soldiers. Over 540 Retired Soldiers have already volunteered for the pilot program. 
This very smart initiative will free-up highly burdened active-duty officers for other duties. Once the program is 
demonstrated to be successful, it’ll be interesting to see if the other service branches establish similar programs.  
 
Minimizing Collateral Damage: The U.S. military goes to extraordinary lengths to protect civilians on the 
battlefield, but sometimes casualties occur. Despite today’s restrictive “rules of engagement,” civilian casualties 
are still a part of conflict. The United States has a sophisticated intelligence apparatus and new precision-guided 
munitions that hit enemy targets much more precisely than the armaments of yesteryear. This surely lessens the 
risk of civilian casualties; however, it doesn’t eliminate them. So, the DoD just created a website that allows 
anyone to report civilian casualties. The website lists the email and postal mailing addresses of all combatant 
commands so those with information on civilian casualties can contact the commands directly. Today, Defense 
officials are fully confident that no other country goes to similar lengths to prevent civilian casualties.  
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER 

ARMY: Soldier Center is working with industry to create an arctic shelter fabric that provides electromagnetic 
shielding to minimize detectable electronic emissions and protect a Command Post’s internal wireless networks.  
 
NAVY: Destroyer USS Stout (DDG-55) recently broke the record for at-sea service. Ship and crew remained at 
sea for 207 consecutive days without making a port call; this was largely in reaction to the ongoing pandemic.   
 
MARINES: Facing a severe pilot shortage, the Corps is offering bonuses of up to $100K to lure pilots back to 
active-duty in cockpits of AV-8B Harrier, F-35B STOL, KC-130 tanker, MV-22 Osprey, & CH-53 helicopter. 
 
AIR FORCE: A newly developed AGM-183 hypersonic boost-glide missile is highly maneuverable and travels 
at Mach 5; it carries a warhead glider that gets released close to the target for delivery of the nuclear package. 
 
SPACE FORCE: Senior leaders are implementing a smart blend of old school approaches and novel thinking.  
For example, their enlisted promotion system will discontinue on-paper testing and institute promotion boards.   
 
2020 Calendar: Board Meetings: 17 Dec via video teleconference.     General Membership: 3 Dec Cancelled.   
 
Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS), 
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending a charity-specific (any 
or all three) annotated check to Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601.  
 
Treasury: Our chapter has ample operating and reserve funds to cover all anticipated 2020 operating expenses.  
 

CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 
Chapter President: LTC “Davy” Davenport  Director: Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt 
1st Vice President: Vacant    Director: Captain Allen Stewart 
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole   Director: Colonel Joe Cansler 
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson   Legislative Liaison: Colonel (Dr.) Dana Tucker 
Secretary: Major Dennis McClish   Membership Chair: Vacant! 
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron  JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
Programs Chairman: Vacant!    Personal Affairs & TOPS: Lt Col Ted Hayes 
1st Past President & Director: Colonel Gemeinhardt  Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi 

 
About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans 
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to 
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors. 
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or 
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service 
or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six 
counties: Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community 
through its Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc 
charitable support and activity, with emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form 
is posted on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application 
is shown right on the form itself. Please join our chapter!  Our chapter website is at:  www.moaacvc.org 
 

 

 
NOTE: Regrettably, we’ve had to cancel our chapter’s annual Christmas dinner 
planned for December 3rd. When CDC guidance and State constraints on restaurant 
operation are relaxed and when Lake Hickory Country Club determines that they 
can accommodate us, we’ll resume having our bi-monthly events in the club. We’re 
all wishing you the happiest and safest possible Thanksgiving and Christmas! 
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(Editor’s note: Below article is from the August 2020 Issue of Wilma Magazine 
 and is included here at request of MOAA NC CoC Surviving Spouse Liaison.) 

Surviving Spouse Corner: Preparing for the Loss of a Spouse – Michael Higgins, Dignity Memorial 

   Although many risks can be avoided in life, the loss of a spouse is something that is inevitable. Many widows 
report that their spouse did not have a plan in place for what would happen if they should pass away. While 
experiencing the loss of a spouse is never easy, a few simple preparations can make that time a little less 
stressful.  

   When planning ahead for a funeral service, there are several decisions to be made. The team at Dignity 
Memorial is available to help guide you through the process and help with any questions you have along the 
way. Whether you prefer a metal or wooden casket, cremation memorialization or traditional burial, your 
favorite hymn or an organist, all of these details can be selected ahead of time. Planning ahead and making 
these selections with the team at Dignity Memorial will guarantee that your final wishes are understood and that 
they are carried out accordingly.  

   Making cemetery arrangements and choosing a burial plot is another portion that needs to be planned and 
discussed. Have an open discussion with your spouse about how you both want to be memorialized. Each 
individual is unique and will want their resting place and selections to be customized. Many spouses, however, 
choose to have burial plots next to each other – which can accompany other family plots – or be memorialized 
together in a cremation niche in either an in- door or outdoor setting. Making these plans in advance ensure that 
future generations have a place to pay tribute to and honor their family. 

   Creating a list of contacts to be used after the death has occurred is another discussion to have with your 
spouse. Identifying a cadre of close friends and family that should be contacted first is a top priority for this list. 
If your spouse is employed, making plans to contact their employer should be next on the list. Some couples 
choose to assign one person on the list to contact the remainder of the listed individuals. This individual can 
also send funeral arrangement schedules through email and post on social media on the family’s behalf.  

   Also, there are legal and estate considerations when preparing for a death. It is helpful to make sure these 
important documents are in order and up to date before the death occurs. A will outlines how you would like 
your assets divided after you are gone. You also have the ability to designate an executor that makes sure your 
will is implemented as planned. Making certain that these documents are carefully constructed and current can 
take the burden of making these difficult decisions during an emotional time off of your spouse.  

   Most of us do not enjoy discussing death, and certainly don’t enjoy discussing the topic when it pertains to 
our spouse. But pre-panning together not only makes life easier for the surviving spouse, it ensures that final 
wishes are performed as desired. The compassionate experts at Dignity Memorial (in Wilmington, NC) are 
available to discuss the process of pre-planning and walk you through each step.  

FYI: To join MOAA’s Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter, email: mssvc02@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Our Chapter website:  www.moaacvc.org    MOAA Take Action:  http://takeaction.moaa.org 

 


