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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
   Mail: 117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC  28625-8903  /  E-mail: moaacvcnc@hotmail.com  /  Phone: 919-599-8471 
 

President: LTC Cliff Davenport 
 

President’s Comments: Our small chapter was busy on several fronts over the past year.  We purchased and 
distributed MOAA Award medals to nineteen associated JROTC units.  We made a monetary contribution to 
the annual Foothills Homeless Veterans Stand Down; plus, a few chapter members served on the volunteer staff 
at that event. Through our Benevolent Fund, we made contributions to Purple Heart Homes, the Welcome 
Home Veterans Center, and to the MOAA Patriot Scholars Program.  We also engaged with the Town of 
Hickory commissioners to advocate that the WWI cannon monument be reinstalled in the town center as a 
tribute to Veterans of all wars, and we allocated funds to pay for fabrication of the new monument plaque. We 
also enjoyed a series of chapter dinners and fascinating speakers at the Lake Hickory Country Club.  
 
   This year, we hope to increase chapter member participation in the Foothills Veterans Stand Down event. We 
also hope to a little something extra to inspire cadets in the JROTC units in our chapter’s six county domain. 
One area that has become critical to us is recruiting new chapter members. We expect that MOAA National will 
be making some policy changes that may help us identify non-member uniformed officers in our area so we can 
better target our local chapter recruiting efforts. Meanwhile, we’ll work to increase our chapter’s visibility and 
to intensify our marketing activity. In that vein, let’s all be sure to capitalize on the occasional pop-up encounter 
with former, active duty and retired officers in our communities. Let them know about our chapter, and at least 
give them our website address so they can easily access relevant info and a membership application form.   
 
   Another aspect of our chapter that we’re addressing is the vacant staff positions.  Colonel Joe Cansler and 
Captain Allen Stewart constitute our Nominating Committee.  They’ll soon be encouraging some likely 
candidates to become chapter staff officers.  Please be receptive to their recruiting efforts; several of our board 
members have continually served in their respective positions for well over a decade. With all due respect to 
those officers, some of them are getting rather “long in the tooth.” We need some younger blood in the mix; that 
is, energetic members and/or spouses who are keen on contributing to the success of our chapter.  
 
   Finally, it’s my hope that over the next year, our chapter members will be vocal advocates for military related 
legislation when prompted by MOAA. This can be done by sending pre-drafted and staged e-mails via the 
“Take Action” page on the MOAA National website. The 4th Branch website has a similar e-mail system.  You 
can also dialogue with your state and national politicians whenever they’re back in their home districts. There’s 
lots of legislation that’s at a critical make-or-break point in both the Congress and the General Assembly. For 
example: fixes to military family housing, saving the commissaires, and equal state tax treatment for all. Your 
voice (via whatever mode) in these times of unprecedented political turmoil will help push legislation that 
protects and enhances important benefits and services for the entire military community.   
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        Mrs. Gail Stewart with Charity Raffle prize 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Chapter Meeting: Our chapter’s Christmas party was 
held in late November, at the Lake Hickory Country 
Club. Renowned pianist Gail Stewart’s beautiful 
holiday music permeated the atmosphere during the 
social hour. After the Pledge of Allegiance and the 
invocation, our Chapter President made his opening 
remarks, including an eloquently expressed comment 
about the current political climate, in a totally non-
partisan context. Members then enjoyed their 
sumptuous Christmas dinners that were prepared by 
the clubs chefs.  Afterwards, the charity raffle was 
held.  The prize was a tall, hand-painted, European 
style “Father Christmas” statue designed by American 
folk artist Jim Shore. The prize winner was Navy 
Captain Allen Stewart. Funds from the charity raffle 
flow to the chapter’s Benevolent Fund. When the 
President made his closing remarks, he presented 
pianist Gail Stewart with a gift packaged jug of maple 
syrup from his family’s summer home in Vermont, in 
gratitude for her playing her wonderful repertoire of 
holiday music. The members then exchanged warm 
holiday wishes prior to departing for home.   

 

Military Working Dogs Honored: In 2019, 
the U.S. Postal Service honored the nation’s 
brave and loyal military working dogs.  Art 
director Greg Breeding designed the stamps. 
Each of the four stamps features a stylized 
geometric digital illustration of one of four of 
the canine breeds—German shepherd, Labrador 
retriever, Belgian Malinois, and Dutch 
shepherd—that commonly serve in America’s 
armed forces.  The red, white, blue, and gold 
color scheme represents the American flag and 
the patriotism displayed by military working 
dogs. The	 background	of	 each	 stamp	 features	 a	
detail	of	a	white	 star. Courageous canines have 
aided U.S. soldiers in World War I, World War 
II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the 
Afghanistan and Iraq wars. Today, the 341st 
Training Squadron at Lackland Air Force Base, 
just outside of San Antonio, Texas, trains 
American military working dogs and their 
handlers.  Interestingly, military working dogs 
are always assigned a rank one level above their 
handler, even up to Sergeant Major! The 
highest award a military working dog can 
receive is the Lois Pope K-9 Medal of Courage. 
 

Please pay annual chapter 

dues! Address is on pag
e five 

below. 

 

Newly issued USPS Military Working Dog stamps 
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MilitaryTaps: We’re sad to report that chapter member Colonel George Furlong has passed away after a long 
and courageous struggle with health issues. This retired Army Officer served in both the Korean and Vietnam 
Wars. Among his many military decorations are the Bronz Star, the Legion of Merit, and the Defense Superior 
Service Medal. George was an avid world traveler. He also served on town boards and was deeply involved in 
Hickory’s educational, academic and cultural organizations. Colonel Furlong is survived by his wife Sarah. 
 
Virtual Appeals Hearings:  The VA is working towards nationwide availability of virtual appeals hearings for 
Veterans next year, allowing Veterans to access using a mobile phone or laptop via the VA Video Connect app. 
This lets Veterans participate in their appeals hearings from the comfort of their homes. The testing of virtual 
hearings began July 2019; to date, the Board has held 155 successful virtual hearings. Veterans who otherwise 
would have had to cancel their hearings were able to participate in virtual hearings and receive decisions. VA 
Secretary Robert Wilkie said, “Giving Veterans the ability to participate in secure, confidential virtual hearings 
is another aspect of VA’s modernization to provide Veterans with the ultimate customer experience.” 
 
Pentagon’s Top Enlisted Rank: The Senior Enlisted Adviosor to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff has 
started wearing a new rank insignia. The insignia worn by recently retired Sergeant Major John Wayne Troxell 
was an embroidered eagle surrounded by four stars and positioned in the center of the traditional Sergeant 
Major rank insignia. Air Force Chief Master Sergeant Ramon Colon-Lopez (a highly decorated 
pararescueman/warfighter) was just appointed to the position and wears a very similar rank insignia, with the 
eagle and stars centered in the traditional Chief’s insignia.  Former CJCS General Dunford insisted on creation 
of the new design; he said, "This new insignia represents an important step in differentiating the unique roles 
and responsibilities of this joint position on the Joint Staff and in the Department of Defense." 
 
Preserving NC Guard’s Legacy: The North Carolina National Guard Museum has officially established itself 
and is in latter stages of construction—long overdue! The museum is located with the Joint National Guard HQ 
in Raleigh. The purpose of the NC National Guard Museum and Learning Center of Excellence is to collect, 
preserve and display artifacts, documents, and memorabilia that have specific historical significance to the 
Army National Guard and the Air National Guard of North Carolina. The museum is soliciting donations of 
artifacts, documents and memorabilia; their “wish lists” of items can be found at website www.nc.ng.mil   
 
Bye-Bye BTZ: Air Force is eliminating Below-the-Zone (BTZ) promotions, a method that promoted a select 
few officers well ahead of their peers.  In fact, often one BTZ promotion led to yet another BTZ promotion for a 
given officer, who was then viewed to be on a “fast-track” up the ranks.  Simultaneously, pin-on dates will no 
longer be based on Time-in-Grade; instead, officers will pin-on based on Central Selection Board scores.  This 
merit-based approach will have the intended effect of promoting the top performers a little bit ahead of peers. 
 
Amazon.com Charity: Amazon.Smile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charity every time you 
shop, at no cost to you!  When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection 
and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
your eligible purchase to the charitable organization of your choice. You can choose from thousands of charities 
to support when you start shopping at AmazonSmile; one of the participating charities is The MOAA 
Foundation, which is actually the MOAA Military Family Initiative. To shop and simultaneously earn 
donations, simply go to website www.smile.amazon.com  

New Military Branch of Service: The U.S. Space Force was established as a separate branch of military 
service on December 20, 2019. About 16,000 active-duty and civilian personnel who used to make up Air Force 
Space Command have moved to the Space Force following the President’s signing of the 2020 NDAA. Over the 
next 18 months, Air Force officials will identify more personnel to transfer branches and become U.S. Space 
Force service members. The new branch of service will eventually have its own distinctive military uniforms 
and a service specific emblem. The U.S. Space Force recently launched its website that provides information, 
including how one can be part of this newly created branch of military service. Visit: www.spaceforce.mil 
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER - 

ARMY: Newly issued Transistion Combat Eye Protection glasses adjust to changing light conditions in merely 
one second; the new lens material is electronically controlled instead of slowly reacting to ultra violet rays. 
 
NAVY: A $22.5 billion contract was just awarded to construct nine more nuclear-powered Virginia class attack 
subs—the largest ever USN ship building contract! The Navy currently has 18 of these subs and ten being built. 
 
MARINES: A major change to the shooting qualification program will soon be in place to provide more 
realistic testing: Shooting in full battle gear, moving targets, night shooting for score, and less time allowed.  

AIR FORCE: The KC-46A Pegasus refueling aircraft recently made its first around-the-world flight; the 13-day 
mission showcased progress being made at integrating the KC-46A into Air Force refueling and mobility Ops. 
 
2020 Calendar: Board Meetings:  27 Feb, 23 Apr, 25 Jun, 22 Oct, 17 Dec.  
General Membership:  23 Jan, 26 March, 28 May, 24 Sep, 3 Dec.   
 

Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS), 
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending a charity-specific (any 
or all three) annotated check to Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601. 
The chapter’s board just voted approval to make $200 donations to each one of our three designated charities; 
plus, $200 to the “Veterans MX” program that provides an exciting form of PTSD therapy! 
 

Treasury: Our chapter has adequate operating and reserve funds to cover this year’s anticipated expenses.  
 

CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Chapter President: LTC Cliff Davenport   Director: Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt 
1st Vice President: Vacant    Director: Captain Allen Stewart 
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole   Director: Colonel Joe Cansler 
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson   Legislative Liaison: LTC (Dr.) Dana Tucker 
Secretary & Deputy Treasurer: Major Dennis McClish Membership Chair: Vacant! 
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron   JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
Programs Chairman: Vacant!    Personal Affairs & TOPS: Lt Col Ted Hayes 
1st Past President: Colonel Gemeinhardt    Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi 
 

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans 
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to 
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors. 
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or 
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties: 
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its 
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support 
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted 
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown 
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter!  Our chapter website is at:  www.moaacvc.org 
 
 
 
  

“MOAA  Catawba Valley” 
Chapter” 

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org 

MOAA Take Action: http://takeaction.moaa.org 
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This is my reservation for MOAA CVC’s General Membership meeting and dinner on January 23, (a Thursday) 
at Lake Hickory Country Club.  Cocktails/social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. 
Guest speaker will be Justin Ebert from Veterans MX to discuss use of motocross to assist in PTSD treatment. 
 

Name of attendee(s):      ___________________   &   _______________________  &  _____________________ 
 
 

Indicate number of entrée selections: Lodon Broil   _______ Baked Salmon  ______   Veggi Platter ________ 

 
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than January 20, a Monday, to: 

    
Commander Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601 

  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 

Time to pay annual chapter dues! 
 
 
Amazingly, your chapter’s annual dues are still just $25.00! You may also include additional funds on the same 
check as a tax-deductible donation to our Chapter’s Benevolent Fund. Please make your check payable to 
MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter. Send your payment to the Chapter Secretary:   
 

Major Dennis McClish 
MOAA CVC Secretary 
117 Wildwood Loop 
Statesville, NC  28625-8903   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

 
 
 
 

RESERVATION FOR MOAA CVC MEETING & DINNER  

  


