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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, CATAWBA VALLEY CHAPTER 
   Mail: 117 Wildwood Loop, Statesville, NC  28625-8903  /  E-mail: moaacvcnc@hotmail.com  /  Phone: 919-599-8471 
 

President: LTC Cliff Davenport 
 

President’s Comments: Veterans Day falls on November 11th each year. Veterans Day has its origins tied to 
the end of the Great War; that is, the cessation of hostilities between Allied and German Forces on the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918.  Thus, in November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 
11th as the first commemoration of Armistice Day with the following words: "To us in America, the reflections 
of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and 
with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the 
opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations…".  
 
   Then, on May 13, 1938, a Congressional Act made the 11th of November in each year a legal holiday—a day 
to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as "Armistice Day." 
Armistice Day was primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after World War II 
had required the greatest mobilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen in the Nation’s history; after 
American forces had fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd Congress, at the urging of the veterans service 
organizations, amended the Act of 1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting in its place the word 
"Veterans." With the approval of this legislation (Public Law 380) on June 1, 1954, November 11th became a 
day to honor American veterans of all wars. 
 
   One thing that’s apparent in this history is that the nation seemed to be of one mind; that is, Veterans are 
heroes who defended our nation and fought for freedom.  The annual celebration of Veterans Day helps 
perpetuate that view, despite the oftentimes controversial portrayal of Veterans in the news media and film 
industry. The negativism they spawn gets compounded by the fact that only one percent of U.S. citizens have 
served in the military over the past two decades, thereby making the public susceptible to negative portrayals of 
the military.  Fortunately, Veterans Day is a rallying cry for all citizens to publicly honor the heroism of 
Veterans and to praise their tireless service to the country.  In so doing, a positive spirit is generated that fosters 
enduring respect and admiration for the Military Establishment.  Indeed, some civilians may even may even 
derive a vicarious experience that diminishes the nagging regret they feel for never having served in uniform.  
 
   Thus, it’s important for us former and retired soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines to participate in Veterans 
Day ceremonies occurring on November 11th in our local towns and cities. When participating, active duty and 
retired Veterans may wear the uniform of their branch of service, either the current uniform or the uniform that 
was current on the day of retirement. An alternative to the uniform would be some insignia that manifests the 
Veterans branch of military service—on a cap, vest, jacket, lapel, etc.  The bottom line is that a Veterans Day 
ceremony is less about any one of us being honored as an individual and more about us giving the civilian 
populace their opportunity to honor all Veterans who proudly served in uniform and sacrificed for their country. 
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Chapter Meeting: The Guest Speaker at our chapter’s 
last general membership meeting/dinner was 
distinguished Navy Captain Allen Stewart.  He gave 
an extensive presentation on the Navy Survival 
Evasion Resistance & Escape (SERE) training 
program he personally experienced. He outlined the 
need for such a program and the history of POW 
treatment, from Roman times through to the Gulf War.  
One special point was how in past wars, the enemy 
was often cruel to American POWs, but that the U.S. 
and Allies treated POWs humanely in accordance with 
the Geneva Convention. He emphasized that point 
using the Korean War as an example, where 40 percent 
of UN POWs (mostly U.S. military) died in captivity.  
Yet, the record for enemy POW deaths in U.S. 
captivity is one percent. Addressing specifics of the 
Navy SERE training, Allen recounted the sleep 
depravation, water boarding, and rather brutal 
beatings. The average student lost 15 pounds during 
the course, and students wore bruises and black eyes as 
“badges of courage.”  To wit, all in his group lived 
true to the U.S. Military Code of Conduct, giving only 
name, rank, service, number and date of birth. Captain 
Stewart pointed out that one of the lessons learned was 
that all aggressors are different; therefore, SERE 
training is now tailored to counter the currently 
anticipated adversary.  

 

Medevac Trains: The North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer (northeast 
of Salisbury) has a spectacular display of 
transportation history, mainly featuring trains.  
One hidden gem in the collection is found in 
the very last bay of the huge roundhouse; it’s 
several U.S. Army hospital train cars.  As 
WWII wounded troops returned from overseas, 
these special cars carried them to various 
hospitals: the cars were often connected to 
normally scheduled commercial trains.  The 
self-sustaining unit car has a kitchen, 36 
patient beds (in tiers of three), a dressing table, 
a pharmacy, staff quarters, and a secured space 
for mental patients.  The car also has a shower 
bath, and two roomettes for an officer and a 
nurse. There were 380 hospital cars at the end 
of WWII.  A few of those hospital cars saw 
service in Korea during the prisoner exchange 
process. That was their last duty because 
military aircraft took over the medical 
evacuation role during the Vietnam War. 
While at the museum, don’t miss the “Merci” 
railway cars that the French packed with thank 
you gifts and shipped to the U.S. after WWII.   

U.S. Army hospital cars at NC Transport Museum 

FEDVIP VISION/DENTAL INSURANCE! 

“OPEN SEASON” IS NOV 12TH TO DEC 10TH 

 

Congrats to a just pinned on Full Bull! 
Catawba Valley’s Colonel Dana Tucker 
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President’s Oath of Office:  Catawaba Valley Chapter’s new President, LTC Cliff Davenport, was sworn in at 
the October 26th general membership meeting. Cliff kindly replaced Colonel Don Gemeinhart as our President a 
few months early.  Don has been essentially called back into play in the Defense Industry to manage a Flag 
Officer training program and to develop certain aspects of a new Joint Command & Control facility.  
 
Law of Diminishing Returns: Arlington National Cemetery is experiencing a crisis in terms of diminishing 
burial space.  That has prompted the Army to propose changes that would reduce those eligible for below-
ground burials but still offer above-ground inurnment of cremated remains for many veterans.  The eligibility 
criteria might seem very sensible to some and very flawed to others. The specifics are on MOAA national’s 
website.  In any event, according to Arlington officials, a federal rule can take up to nine months before being 
enacted and will include a public comment period, in which concerns and questions would be addressed. Once 
the final rule, with any potential changes, is published in the Federal Registry, there will be an “as of” effective 
date. MOAA’s Legislative Branch wants to know our views on this subject.  E-mail them at:  legis@moaa.org 

Hickory Cannon: Retired Army officer and Hickory Police Chief Floyd Lucas formally brought MOAA 
Catawba Valley’s name forward to the Hickory Town Council in the context of advocating for the town’s huge 
WWI cannon monument to be designated as a tribute to all military veterans. The cannon will be re-installed in 
Hickory’s renovated Union Square. Hopefully, commissioners will be responsive to the request. In anticipation 
of that, our Board of Directors has voted to fund fabrication of a new plaque for the cannon display to honor 
military veterans from all wars. The plaque will be designed and crafted after Town Council approval.  

Veterans Day Discounts:  Our MOAA chapter website (www.moaacvc.org) has a “Useful Links” page.  Just 
go to the homepage and click on the “Useful Links” button. Then, scroll down to the Military Discounts & 
Deals” section of that page. There are six or so links to various websites that offer information about available 
military/Veteran deals & discounts.  None of them have been vetted or endorsed by MOAA or this local 
chapter, but there’s lots of useful info on active duty and Veteran deals & discounts. Meanwhile, it’s interesting 
to note that some firms offering discounts to Veterans are now asking for a photo I-D when one capitalizes on 
the special price or deal.  That’s to ensure that the person receiving the special discount or deal is actually the 
Veteran who earned the benefit, and that the merchandise or service being purchased is for personal use.  

Health Care Info Share: The VA will implement new procedures by January 2020 to share medical 
information for Veterans accessing health care in the community.  VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said, “We are 
providing seamless access to care, improving efficiency and helping to ensure Veterans get the care they need, 
where and when they need it.”  The change moves VA from an ‘opt-in’ to an ‘opt-out’ model of electronic 
health information sharing. Veterans will no longer be required to provide signed, written authorization for VA 
to release electronic health information to community providers for the purposes of receiving medical treatment.  
Information sharing will happen via a secure and safe electronic system called the Veterans Health Information 
Exchange. This electronic exchange of information improves patient safety—particularly during emergencies—
and allows for improved care coordination for Veterans receiving care in the community.  Veterans who do not 
want their health information shared electronically can opt out by submitting a VA Form 10-10164 to the 
Release of Information Office at the nearest VA medical center now or at any time going forward. 
 
Real ID Update: Travelers will begin seeing new signs at airports nationwide in the coming weeks to remind 
people that REAL ID-compliant licenses or other acceptable forms of ID, such as a valid passport, federal 
government PIV card or U.S. Military ID will be mandatory for air travel beginning on October 1, 2020. 
Critically important, on October 1, 2020, individuals who are unable to verify their identity will not be 
permitted to enter the TSA checkpoint and will not be allowed to fly. TSA’s website lists military ID as one of 
the acceptable forms of ID for travel, specifically: “U.S. military ID (active duty or retired military and their 
dependents, and DoD civilians)”. 
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- NEWS FROM THE BLUE FORCE TRACKER - 

ARMY: A keel laying ceremony was just held for a new type Army boat: Manuever Support Vessel (Light) to 
operate in inter-coastal areas, rivers and inland waterways: 117 feet long; top speed 30 knots; range 360 miles. 
 
NAVY: Researchers transmitted an invisible power beam that provided electricity to a distant location; among 
potential uses is beaming up power to recharge batteries of unmanned aerial vehicles while they’re in flight. 
 
MARINES: Several technologies were melded into a single system so Air-Ground Task Forces can identify 
enemy activity in the electromagnetic spectrum; now the presence of threats can be detected from one location. 

AIR FORCE:  Biggest officer management event since birth of USAF in 1947: The single Line of the Air Force 
Officer category was just transformed into six categories: Air Operations and Special Warfare, Nuclear and 
Missile Operations, Space Operations, Information Warfare, Combat Support and Force Modernization. 
 
2020 Calendar: Board Meetings: (19 Dec 2019)  27 Feb, 23 Apr, 25 Jun, 22 Oct, 17 Dec.  
General Membership: (21 Nov 2019 Christmas Event)  23 Jan, 26 March, 28 May, 24 Sep, 3 Dec.   
 

Benevolent Fund: Our designated charities are: MOAA American Patriot Scholarship Program (MOAA-APS), 
Purple Heart Homes (PHH) and Welcome Home Veterans (WHV). Donate by sending your charity-specific 
(any or all three) annotated check to our Treasurer: CDR Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 
28601. Our Chaplain, the Reverend (WO3) Herron, won our last Charity Raffle and generously donated all of 
his winnings to the Benevolent Fund!  
 

Treasury: Our chapter has adequate operating and reserve funds to cover next year’s anticipated expenses.  
 

CHAPTER PRINCIPALS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF 

Chapter President: LTC Cliff Davenport   Director: Colonel (Dr.) Don Gemeinhardt 
1st Vice President: Vacant    Director: Captain Allen Stewart 
2nd Vice President: LTC James Cole   Director: Colonel Joe Cansler 
Treasurer: Commander Dave Olson   Legislative Liaison: Colonel (Dr.) Dana Tucker 
Secretary & Deputy Treasurer: Major Dennis McClish Membership Chair: Vacant! 
Chaplain: Reverend (WO3) Robert Herron   JROTC Coordinator: Lt Col G. Jane Harmon 
Programs Chairman: Vacant!    Personal Affairs & TOPS: Lt Col Ted Hayes 
1st Past President & Director: Colonel Gemeinhardt  Newsletter/Website: Colonel John Liburdi 
 

About This MOAA Chapter: The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit veterans 
association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to 
currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services, including their families and survivors. 
MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan, without any political party affiliation, bias, or 
designation. Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service or the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The MOAA Catawba Valley Chapter covers six counties: 
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Iredell and Lincoln. Our chapter is active in the community through its 
Benevolent Fund (explained above) and JROTC support. The chapter also engages in ad hoc charitable support 
and activity, with special emphasis on homeless Veterans. A one-page membership application form is posted 
on the “Join Chapter” button on our chapter website homepage; the mailing address for the application is shown 
right on the form itself. Please join our chapter!  Our chapter website is at:  www.moaacvc.org 
 
 
  

“MOAA  Catawba Valley” 
Chapter” 

Your Chapter website: www.moaacvc.org 

MOAA Take Action: http://takeaction.moaa.org 
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This is my reservation for MOAA CVC’s General Membership Christmas Charity Dinner on November 21st, (a Thursday) at 
Lake Hickory Country Club.  Cocktails/social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served in the Elijah Brown room at 
6:30 p.m.  Featured entertainment will be renowned pianist Gail Stewart playing holiday favorites You’re welcome to bring 
family and friends as guests to this special event. Attire: coat & tire or optional military service dress uniform (not mess dress). 
 

Name of attendee(s):      ___________________   &   _______________________  &  _____________________ 
 
 

Indicate number of entrée selections:   Roast Turkey   ______ Baked Ham  ______   Veggi Platter _______ 

 
Please send this slip and your check ($25.00 per attendee) to arrive no later than November 18th, a Monday, to: 

    
Commander Dave Olson, 485 26th Ave NE (Unit A), Hickory, NC 28601 

  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 

 
 
 
 

RESERVATION FOR MOAA CATAWBA 
VALLEY CHRISTMAS CHARITY DINNER  

  

 

  

Chart source: www.moaa.org 


